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Boating Safety and Etiquette
Produced by the Members of Lake Cumberland Boaters.com

Lake Cumberland Boaters and its Members are NOT responsible for information/misinformation on this page.  If you are really interest in what is legal or allowed etc. please review the documentation from the proper authorities.

Respect the rights of others, including anglers, swimmers, skiers, boaters, divers and others so they can enjoy their recreational activities undisturbed.
There may be some bleed over or duplicates from point to point but hopefully this is helpful.
· Show consideration to all recreationists on and around the waters.

· Be courteous to other boaters while in boat ramp areas. Launch and retrieve your boat as quickly as possible.
a. Remove rear straps in staging area

b. Have gear already loaded before backing down ramp

c. If possible test fire your boat elsewhere at a water hose etc. (this is not always a option for all)

d. Do not swim at the ramp

e. Do not fish on the ramp

f. It’s best to not have anyone in the boat while backing down (don’t believe me there have been several boats over the years come unhitched, come off the trailer, and flip.  I think the last on Lake Cumberland was over near Ryan’s Campground?

g. If someone appears to need help, offer assistance instead of or at least before you let the anger set in.

h. Do not park your vehicle to unload it and block a ramp. This happens especially at ramps like Jamestown Resort, Grider, LeesFord, etc.

i. Do not park your boat too close to the end of the Ramp – many boats need to launch next to the ramp due to their size where people can step from the ramp to the boat etc. as the boat is too tall to board to back off from the ground without a ladder.

j. If a vehicle is backing a trailer down they have precedence over a boat in the water waiting for a trailer.  Please move from the loading lane as you can’t load until that trailer is loaded/gone and yours arrives.

· Keep the noise down, if you enter an already occupied cove because there are no others available let the first vessel dictate the decibel level.  It is very rude to come into a small cove that others are in that is not a party cove and then blast music, park your boat next to theirs uninvited, etc.  The same for using a cove or area near homes.  There are plenty of party coves or just other empty coves to go make a party and or blast music.
· Lights –
a. yes we are glad for you your boat has docking lights but they are DOCKING lights, they are NOT head lights.  Do not navigate by night using them or other lights.  A quick wave of a spotlight is fine to check the shoreline, debris, etc but shut it off. For more info see “Boating at Night”
b. If anchoring for the night try not to anchor with a Marina behind you.  The lights from the Marina could trick an oncoming boat and they would not realize one of those lights is your anchor light and could run into you.  Always anchor with a dark backdrop if at all possible.

· Wake (the wave effect from your boat) - Watch your wake at all times.  By law you are responsible for the effects of the wake by your boat.  This used to be hard to prove but now with instant video technology many may find themselves paying the price.
a. Wake when passing another boat; always try to pass behind them instead of crossing in front.  Your Navigation lights will also tell you that if you see their red lights they have the right of way etc.

b. When passing another boat pass as far from them as the channel allows to reduce your wake effects on them.  Most manuals state to pass as slow as possible but for most recreational boats this could cause more wake than passing on plane so know your boat and the wake it creates and make the best decision for each circumstance.

c. When passing an anchored boat stay as far from them as possible, I believe there is a law of 100' or 100 yards or something like that another boat is to keep away (unless they are coming to visit). Zipping in and out of coves that have anchored boats even on jet skis is bad form and can lead you to violations and or paying repairs to that vessel.  On Lake Cumberland MOST anchored boats are common to have swimmers, fishing lines; etc. out thus it is reckless and dangerous.
d. Dave M****** Large boats, like cruisers passing thru marina no wakes, can leave rollers behind them even when they don't appear to be making a wake. This causes a lot of movement to boats at the dock, and can even cause damage, especially to boats tied off on the front row. Please be courteous, slow down, no rush, enjoy the scenery.
· Coves (no one owns them, but there are lots of them so its not always necessary to encroach either)
a. DO NOT block the entrance of coves if you are going to tie ropes from one side to another either go far enough back in the cove where you are in the rear of the cove or tie your lines high enough that other boats can pass under them.  It is unlawful to block access to a creek or cove.
b. There are tons of coves if you see a family enjoying themselves in an ordinary cove see if you can find another before using an already occupied cove.
c. If you MUST enter an occupied cove please go slow and don’t be loud or creepy.  ;-)
· Trash

a. Rule of thumb, take out more than you bring in.  At the least DO NOT throw your trash in the lake.
b. Tie Down your refuse and other items so they do not end up being unwanted ornaments of the shore.  When away from your boat strap down all items.

c. Just because it sinks does not mean it is gone.

d. Most marinas will take your trash at the fuel pier as they care about the lake and would rather ensure it is disposed.

e. There are cleanup weekends at the lake. Feel free to volunteer.

· Smoking - This goes also with the Trash comments but smoking deserves it own.  Boats are FULL of gas etc. 

a. Do not smoke near boats unless it is your boat.   If YOUR boat is tied off to other boats in close proximity normally it is best to go to the bow and smoke away from the tanks and where others are normally congregated.  
b. Do not toss your butts in the lake.  They do not decompose and though small they do add up over time.  They are also full of nasty stuff that fish and other wildlife could end up ingesting.

c. Do not smoke on someone else’s boat without permission.  Normally it’s best to not ask and put them in that situation. 

· Firearms – no firearms allowed.  The only time they are allowed is during hunting season and engaged in hunting activities.  Conceal Carry does not count on Lake Cumberland. More info below…
· Fireworks

a. much like smoking.  Don't do it near other boats it can catch boats on fire, even if they go up like they are supposed to sometimes they come down and burn tops etc.

b. Secure your pets

c. Pick up your trash!

· Boating at night (Below from KDFWR site)
a. Navigation lights on boats are restricted to the colors of red, green and white.

b. From sunset to sunrise in an area where other boats navigate, all vessels at anchor shall display a steady white light visible 360 degrees at all times. Manually propelled vessels shall carry a white light to display in sufficient time to avoid a collision.

c. The purpose of the red and green navigation lights at night is to show if your boat is in a meeting, crossing or overtaking situation. The red and green lights must be displayed from sunset to sunrise whenever a boat is underway. They will give some indication of the size and speed of vessels. The red and green bow lights are especially helpful in determining right of way in crossing situations. In the diagram below, boat B sees the green bow light of boat A, and has the right of way to continue on course. Boat A sees the red bow light of boat B and must stop or pass astern of boat B. In special circumstances, such as towing, refer to 33 CFR 83 (Inland Navigation Rules).

d.   
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· General Navigation

a. Please also refer to lights and wake

b. Lake Cumberland is pretty large in “most” place BUT always try to stay to the right of the “center” line of the lake.  Boating Navigation laws still apply and this helps reduce accidents.  

c. Do not cut corners, when rounding a bend please swing as wide as the bullet above allows as there could be a boat around the corner stalled, some other navigation hazard, etc.

d. Dan **** Do NOT directly following boats with skier, tuber, etc.
· Raftups – 

a. Not recommended to raftup near a non-idle traffic area.  Get in a cove!

b. Boats approaching raftups do not just pull up and tie on; they should get someone’s attention and ask.  The boats on location determine where and how you tie up.  If at all possible drop your own anchor!

c. Do not walk across other boats with street shoes on, there are boat shoes but if worn on asphalt it defeats the purpose. Clean bare feet are always welcome

d. Do not cross the rear of a houseboat without explicit permission

e. See Smoking section of this list…

f. If not joining the raft up PLEASE idle past
g. Dan **** Anything to be said about appropriate places to Not anchor? Like center of busy channels (no wake or otherwise).
· Be Helpful and friendly - it will make you feel good.
a. If you see someone having trouble on the water stop and see if they need assistance.  Not only is it “being nice” it is also a boating duty.

b. When at the ramp if someone is having trouble, instead of sitting back and taking pics or laughing offer to help them.   

c. When at the dock if you see someone coming in, offer to help catch them.  Tell them you are sure they can do it their self but it would make your day to help someone.  ;-) 

d. WAVE – it’s not uncommon for people to wave at you even if they don’t know you.  You are now part of the boating family….  Wave back!
Other good things to know about Boating and Lake Cumberland

Alcohol – You need to have it in another container or at least a koozie as drinking in public is illegal in KY. “Public Consumption” Consuming in the Cabin of a boat like a cruiser or houseboat is ok but if you step out and are “Manifestly under the influence” aka they can tell you are drunk you CAN get a Public Intoxication charge.  And we shouldn’t have to say but yes you should NOT drive while drunk.  Keep in mind anything west of Leesford is dry and you cannot buy alcohol anywhere west of Leesford Marina unless you know a guy….

Firearms – no firearms allowed - The only time they are allowed is during hunting season and engaged in hunting activities.  Conceal Carry does not count on Lake Cumberland.

· 327.13: 

The possession of loaded firearms, ammunition, loaded projectile firing devices, bows and arrows, crossbows, or other weapons is prohibited unless:
(1) In the possession of a Federal, state or local law enforcement officer;
(2) Being used for hunting or fishing as permitted under 327.8, with devices being unloaded when transported to, from or between hunting and fishing sites;
(3) Being used at authorized shooting ranges; or
(4) Written permission has been received from the District Commander. 

   Now there are laws such as http://www.lakecumberlandboaters.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=291&hilit=federal+land that might help contest this but as far as I know they are still illegal on corp property.  This from 2015 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2014/10/16/federal-court-in-idaho-strikes-down-ban-on-possessing-guns-for-self-defense-on-army-corps-of-engineers-property and information directly from the corp office 7-22-2015.
“Webster, Ashley LRN 

Today at 9:30 AM
To  *@lakecumberlandboaters.com 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Eric,

Appreciate you contacting us on this subject.  There have been discussions as well as court cases (for example http://www.ajc.com/news/news/breaking-news/georgia-gun-owners-rights-not-destroyed-by-corps-b/nmZTy/ )regarding the carrying of fire arms on Corps property.

Bottom line even with the more recent court cases, Title 36 has not changed and is still accurate, you cannot carry a firearm unless engaged with in season hunting during which the firearm is suppose to be unloaded from point A to point B.

Rumors and bad information tends to get spread quickly, and appreciate you coming to the source with the definite answers!  Feel free to contact us at any time with additional questions.
--
Ashley Webster
Park Ranger
Lake Cumberland
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Nashville District“

Map of the lake – There are many maps of the lake and most marinas sell them.  If you want a simple map State Dock created one that has VHF Channels etc. and I have saved a copy here: http://www.lakecumberlandboaters.com/forum/download/file.php?id=5509 keep in mind state lists emergency channels as 16 and 24 but 24 is only State Dock, 16 is the only monitored across the entire lake emergency channel.

I also created a “map” of the lake using State Road maps that is pretty neat as when you zoom in on it you can see all the smaller roads and where they are in relation to the lake. 

http://www.lakecumberlandboaters.com/files/LakeCumberlandMap/
VHF Channels and phone numbers on the lake - http://www.lakecumberlandboaters.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=1122
Water Hazards on Lake Cumberland – See http://www.lakecumberlandboaters.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=2&t=6931
Locations of popular spots on Lake Cumberland (please join and add to this list)
http://www.lakecumberlandboaters.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=2&t=361
Kentucky Boating Laws Read these! - http://fw.ky.gov/fishboatguide/Pages/Boating.aspx#1 

Geography – Lake Cumberland has areas of steep cliffs and some gradual inclines.  When boating at night stay closer to the steep cliffs (but more to your side of the channel) as the cliffs normally indicate deeper safer water.  Hugging the gradual (or any shore but gradual more dangerous) shore could result in hitting a finger of land or an island.
Other Random Safety – 
a. Life Jackets – yes you can swim, I can swim too many of us even were lifeguards BUT big whoop!  When the boat is moving especially on a holiday weekend just put your life jacket on.  You can’t swim if you are knocked out etc.  The lake is also VERY deep not only will the life jacket save your life but if you sink without one it will take crews a LONG time to recover your decomposing body from the bottom of the lake.  At least wear a swim belt.  There are plenty of “tough guys” on the lake that have no problem wearing theirs so quit worrying about your image.  I don’t want to see life jackets as a law as I feel we should all be free to do as we please as we don’t harm others.  Let’s choose to wear them instead of someone choosing for us. (E)

b. Dan **** Anything to be said about appropriate places to Not anchor? Like center of busy channels (no wake or otherwise). No swimming in marina areas...no directly following boats with skier, tuber, etc.
c. As stated above DO NOT swim in Marinas – there can be invisible electric current.  Many lives have been lost swimming at a Marina.  Take the boat out!  Especially the kids, don’t their lives mean more to you than that?
Lake Cumberland Gear Can be purchased at http://lakedecals.com and http://www.cafepress.com/lakecumberlandboatersgear/10063923 

Lake Cumberland Boaters and its Members are NOT responsible for information/misinformation on this page.  If you are really interest in what is legal or allowed etc. please review the documentation from the proper authorities.

